LETTERS TO CHARLOTTE FORTEN 473

very wrong of her not to have. Most sincerely,
dear friend, do I rejoice at the good providence of
God, which has permitted thee to act so directly
for the poor, yet deeply interesting people of the
Sea Islands."

Miss Forten wrote after meeting Colonel Hig-
ginson, and Mr. Whittier replied: " I am glad
thee hast met Colonel Higginson, and to know
him is to like him. He is a worthy coadjutor of
General Saxton. I read General Saxton's Thanks-
giving proclamation with the deepest emotion. It
is the most touching and beautiful official paper I
ever saw. God bless him! ' The bravest are the
tenderest.' I am a peace man, but nevertheless I
am rejoiced that the 1st Regiment of South Caro-
lina Volunteers have behaved so bravely and man-
fully in the late expedition. Twenty such regi-
ments, under twenty such men as Higginson and
Dr. Rogers, would soon give a new aspect to the
struggle. . . . Invalids as we are, sister and I
long for the sun and air of summer. I send thee a
volume of A. Crummell's.1 Its author is a church-
man and conservative, but his writings are a noble
refutation of the charge of the black man's inferi-
ority. They are model discourses, clear, classic,
and chaste."

Again he wrote : " I think thee must have en-
joyed thy visit to the Sea Islands exceedingly. I
wish I could have been with you. We have had

1 Eev. Alexander Crummell, D. D., Iborn in New York about
1820, educated at the University of Cambridge, England, and
author of several works, including The Greatness of Christ, and
Other Sermons, which is the volume to which reference is made.
Dr. Crummell was rector at St. Luke's, Washington, D. C.